CHAPTER X.

Of extravagant and expensive living, another step
to a tradesman's disaster: in which are included
expensive housekeeping, extravagance in dress,
expensive company, and expensive equipage.

NEXT to immoderate pleasures, the tradesman ought
to be warned against immoderate expense. This
is a terrible article, and more particular so to the
tradesman, as custom has now introduced a general
habit of, and as it. were a general inclination among
all sorts of people to an expensive way of living;
to which might be added a kind of necessity of it,
for that even with the greatest prudence and fruga-
lity a man cannot now support a family with the
ordinary expense which the same family might have
been maintained with some few years ago. There
is now, 1. A weight of taxes upon almost all the
necessaries of life, bread and flesh excepted, as
coals, salt, malt, candles, soap, leather, hops, wine,
fruit, and all foreign consumptions. 2. A load of
pride upon the temper of the nation, which, in spite
of taxes and the unusual dearness of everything, yet
prompts people to a profusion in their expenses.

This is not so properly called a tax upon the
tradesman ; I think rather it may be called a plague
upon them: for there is, first, a dearness of every
necessary thing to make living expensive; and,
secondly, an unconquerable aversion to any re-
straint : so that the poor will be like the rich, and
the rich like the great, and the great like the
greatest, and thus the world runs on to a kind of a